But even then 
called light; it was only less dark. 
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REGULAR PRAYER HABITS 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


"Evening, morning | and at noon will | pray, and cry aloud; and 
he shall hear my voice"— Psalm 55:17. 

"Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and gave 
thanks before his god, as aforetime''"— Daniel 6:10. 

“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the 
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour"— Acts3?1. 

“And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side 
where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down and spake 
unto the women which resorted thither''— Acts 16:13. 

_ "And it came to pass as he (Jesus) sat at meat with them, he 
took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gaye to them. And their 
eyes were opened, and they knew him: and he vanished out of their 


sight’— Luke 24:30, 31. 
Every Christian ought to have 


_ well developed habits of prayer. 


Every Christian should have, 
therefore, regular places and times 
for prayer. 


There ought to be lot of praying 
done besides at the regular times 
and places. People ought to stop 
and pray immediately at every 
time of need, or danger, or when 
the Holy Spirit calls them to pray. 
There ‘ought to be, also, extended 
seasons of prayer at special times, 
perhaps days of fasting and pray- 
er, or a whole night of prayer. 
Besides all these ways of. prayer, 
we ought to “pray without ceas- 
ing,”’ literally have hearts set al- 
ways to seek God, to feel after 
Him, to keep our petitions before 
Him, even while we go about oth- 
er matters. I say we ought to pray 
in all these other ways, but still, 
Christians should have some stated 
times and sacred places for pray- 
er. Prayer should be put in the 
budget of time for your day ahead 
of- everything else. Christians 
should plan for times to pray 
like they. plan for meals 
times. They should develop regu- 
lar habits of prayer just as they 
have habits for other daily and 
weekly duties and needs. You 
Should put prayer in your life pro- 
gram and see that it if never 
crowded out. 


The Blessing of Good Habits. 


Good habits are essential to a 
happy and useful life. It is good to 
have a regular time to go to bed, 
a regular time for rising, to have 
meals at regular hours, to begin 
the work day according to sched- 
ule. Happy is the child who learns 
to brush his teeth at appointed 
times, to take his bath at bathing 
time whether he is dirty or not. 
To live without a set of gaod hab- 
its is miserable. When, as a boy, 
I had to force my unaccustomed 


fingers to pick cotton, forcing both. 


hands to work at the same time, 
pressing them, giving concentrated 
attention to each move, and to keep 
that up for ten or twelve hours a 
day, it was at first mental torture, 
along with a seemingly broken 
back and sore fingers. But persist- 
ance brought habit to the rescue, 
and then I could chat with other 
workers picking the next rows, 
could pick a lot more cotton, and 
really enjoyed it. I could come to 
the end of the day physically tired 
but with mind filled with the races 
we had and the watermelon we 
stopped to eat, and could face the 
morrow’s work without even dis- 
taste. 


It is well to get as many things 
settled as possible about the proper 
way to live. During the early years 


(Continued on page two) 


; | Somebody Died For You 


By OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D. 


It was night. Another day had | could devise, exposed to the public 


gone, and all was still. But what 
matter — it was always night in 
the cold, clammy dungeon where 
Barabbas lay. The sun now and 
then did manage to penetrate the 
inky blackness that ever reigned 
beneath the surface of the ground. 
it could not be 


- And yet there was a difference, 
for this particular night was the 
night of doom for the murderer 
who awaited the execution of his 
awful sentence. It was the last 
night on earth for him, and well 
he knew it. His career was ended; 


his last crime committed. 


Back in the darkest corner he 
crouched, deep in thought. A few 
more hours and all would be over. 
Ah, but would it? In the morning 
he would hear the footfall of the 
death warden as he came along the 


corridor. Then for a moment it 


gaze of an indifferent populace; for 
he must pay the penalty of his 
crimes. 

In the morning he did hear the 
steps of the jailor coming along 
the corridor. The key was placed 


in the lock. The bolt did fly back, 


and in another moment the great 
door was opened. And Barabbas 
still crouched in the darkest cor- 
ner as before. But that was as far 
as his surmises.of the night were 
realized. 

“Barabbas, have you heard the 
Good News?” It was the warden’s 
voice, jubilant and strong. ; 

“What Good News?” responded 


‘the condemned man in a bitter 


tone. “All I know {8 that this is 
the day of my execution, and that 
you have come to lead me out to 


‘be crucified for my crimes.” And 


he shrank farther back against 
the cold, wet wall. 

“Ah! but you don’t know,” re- 
plied the warden in the same tri- 
umphant tone. “Listen, Barabbas: 
Somebody died for you!” 

“Somebody died for me! What 
do you mean?” 

“Come with me, and I will show 
you, Barabbas.” 

Through the door, along the cor- 


(Continued on page two) 


The Only Begotten Son 


By H. A. IRONSIDE, D. D., Litt. D. 


« Pastor, Moody Memorial 


Church, Chicago, Illinois. 


‘“The Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us, and we beheld 
his glory (the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of 
grace and truth,” Lit. Rend. John 1:14. 

“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, sub- 
sisting in the bosom of the Father, he hath told him out.’ Lit. Rend- 
John 1:8. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, song have ever- 


lasting life.” John 3:16. 


“He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not-is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.” John 3:18. 

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 


through him.” I John 4:9. 


BEGOTTEN IN TIME 
“Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.” Ps. 2:6. 


THE FIRST BORN 
“Who is the image_of the invisible God, the first born of every 
creature (or, of all creation).’”’ Col. 1:15. 
“And he is the head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, 
the first born from the dead; that in all things he might have the 


preeminence.” Col. 1:18. 


“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate, to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first born among 


many brethren.” Rom. 8:29. 


“Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten 


of. (or from. among) -the. dead, .and .the..prince..of.the kings..of. the 


earth.” Rev. 1:5. 


“And when he bringeth the first born into the habitable earth 
again, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.” Lit. Rend. 


Heb. 1:6. 


Five times in the New Testa- 
ment our Lord Jesus Christ is |’ 
ealled the only begotten, and five 
times He is called the first born 
or the first begotten. And in these 
we may see how carefully bal- 
anced is. the presentation of the 
truth as to His divine-human per- 
sonality. He is God and Man in 
one wondrous adorable person, and 
of this these two terms referring 
to His sonship bear witness. Five 
times our Lord is called the only 
begotten — that is what He'is in 
His essential deity. Five times He 
is called first begotten — that is 
what He became as a man. All I 
shall attempt to do is to turn you 
from one scripture to another, link- 
ing these together with a few com- 
ments to bring out the true deity 
and the true humanity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


The five instances in which the 
term, “only begotten,” is used are 
all found in John’s writings, four 
times in the gospel and once in his 
first epistle. The four gospel pas- 
sages I will give you first. John 
1:14: “The word was made (or 
literally became; it was voluntary 
on His part) flesh and dwelt (or 
tabernacled) among us, and we be- 
held His glory.” John is speaking 
for himself and his fellow apostles 
who had companied with the Lord 
during those three and a half won- 
derful years. “We beheld his glory 
as the glory of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” The expression “only be- 
gotten” is clearly, as I trust we 
all understand, a title of deity. In 
the opening verse of the chapter 
we read, “In the beginning was the 
Word.” When everything that ever 
had beginning began — the Word 
was. Not “the Word became” but 
the Word was. ‘In the beginning 
was the Word’’— there you have 
eternity of being; “and the word 
was with God”— there you have 
personality; “and the word was 
God’”— there you have true deity; 
“the same was in the beginning 
with God — eternal sonship; “all 
things were made by him and with- 


out him was not anything made 
that was made’’— there you have 
the creatorial power. And this is 
the One who became flesh and 
tabernacled among us! It is the 
Eternal Word who clothed Himself 
with our humanity, but humanity 
untainted by sin, therefore absolu- 
tely holy, and so walked before 
men that they could see the glory 
of the Only Begotten shining 


Dr. H. A. Ironside 


through the veil of His flesh. 3 
And here let me say that the ex- 
pression, “became flesh,” does not 
merely mean that Deity aa 
clothed with a hu body,— tha 
the Logos took the place in that 
body which man’s spirit takes in ~— 
his body. This is not the mystery 
of godliness as displayed in the ~ 
incarnation. The clear, unmistak- 
able teaching of scripture is that 
our Lord had a true human spirit 
and a true human soul as well as 
a real human body. Yet He never=“™ 
efhctses’ to be God. “God was in || 
Christ reconciling the world unto it 
Himself.” ‘The Mystery of Piety ~~ 
has been manifested in flesh. He 
was as truly God as if He had nev- 
er become man; and as truly man 


(Continued on page two) 
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Christians and Lodges 


By REv. O. C. KREINHEDER 
Pastor, Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, Minn. 


“Tf all this is true, some one will 
interpose, why is it that so many 
good men are members of these 
orders? Why is it that even Chris- 
tian ministers belong to some of 
these organizations? Why is our 
Church the only one that takes a 
stand against these organizations ? 
In reply to the former questions 
we answer that the membership 
.of so many good men and even 
Christian ministers is due either 
to ignorance regarding the true 
nature of Christianity, or ignor- 
ance regarding the true nature of 
the lodge, or to hypocrisy; which 
of these it is in any particular 
case, we, of course, will not pre- 
sume to say. As to the latter ques- 
tion, we answer that it rests upon 
an error. Our Church is not the 
only one opposing secret organiza- 
tions. The following take the same 
stand as we do: the Swedish Lu- 
therans, the Norwegian Lutherans, 
the Ohio Synod Lutherans, the 
Danish Lutherans, the Iowa Synod 
Lutherans, the United Presbyter- 
ians, the United Brethren, the Sev- 
enth-day Adventists, the Christian 
Reformed Church, the Primitive 
Baptists, the Seventh-day Baptists, 
the Scandinavian Baptists, the 
German Baptists, or Dunkards, 
the Friends, or Quakers, the Mor- 
avians, the Mennonites, the Ply- 
mouth Brethren, thé Associate 
Presbyterians, the Reformed Pres- 


byterians, the Free Methodists, the 


| Wesleyan Methodists — these.» 


and others, are opposed to secret.) 
societies, and many men, pastors, 
professors, statesmen, who were 
not Lutherans took the same stand 
on this question that our Church 
takes. Let me quote the opinions 
of a few of them: — 


“Dwight L. Moody, the noted : 
evangelist: — 

“‘T do not see how any Chris- 
tian; most of all a Christian min- 
ister, can go into these secret lodg- 
es with unbelievers.’ 

“Geo, F. Pentecost: 

““‘T would do almost. anything a 
in my power to help on the work ~— 
of rescuing all Christian men from 
the “grip” of Masonry and all oth- 
er secret and unchristian societies. 
I believe that Masonry is an ine, _ 
calculable evil and essentially anti- 
Christ in its principles and influ- — b 
ence. a 

“Alexander Campbell, founder of . 
the “Christian” Church: — 

“‘T know no Temperance, Odd 
Fellow, or Free-mason fraternity 
that does not recognize a brother- — 
hood with the world. Bie. ave @ 
of the world, they speak of the % i 
world, and the world hearety * 
them.” Christians, though in the © 
world, are not of it. Any unio, 
then, for moral purposes with roses 
world that b us to commune © 
religiously with it, by the laws and — 
usages of the institution itself, is s 


(Continued on page three) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 


(Continued from page one) 


as if He had not been God, yet He 
was both God and Man in one un- 
divided and indivisible person. 


GOD MANIFESTED 


In the same chapter, in verse 
eighteen, he says, “No man hath 
seen God at any time.” That is, 
no man has seen deity at any time; 
deity as such is necessarily invisi- 
ble to created eyes. No man has 
seen deity at any time. The only 
begotten Son subsisting (the word 
suggests where He always was and 
where He always will be — no 
beginning to this relationship and 
no ending), the only begotten Son, 
subsisting in the bosom of the Fa- 
ther, He hath told Him out. 

Some people have a difficulty 
with the expression, “No man hath 
seen God at any time,” because in 
the Old Testament we have several] 
instances where people are said to 
have looked upon God, or to have 
seen His glory. Moses is said to 
have talked with Him face to face 
and to have beheld His back parts. 
Others had visions of God. But 
these were all theophanies — ap- 
pearances of God. No one ever saw 
the Invisible God till Christ made 
Him manifest. ! 

I find that scripture uses ex- 
pressions very similar to. ours. 
Take the sun, for instance. You 
and I have never seen the sun. 
You may say, thoughtlessly, “Why, 
the sun is one of the first objects 
we have beheld.” No, you have 


somebody Died For You 


(Continued from page one) 


ridor, past numerous cells, into 
the street, and beyong the wall of 
Jerusalem, they made their way, 
the jailor forging ahead, hurrying 
his dazed prisoner along. At last 
they paused. : 
“Do you see yonder cross?” he 
inquired, placing his hand on the 
shoulder of the other, and pointing 
to a hill some distance away. 
The condemned man looked, but 
it-was a few moments before he 
could comprehend the scene be- 
fore him, so unaccustomed were his 


~ eyes to the light of day. But at 


last he saw and spoke: 
“Yes, I see. There are three, are 


ia-there not?” 


“But do you see the centre one?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, Barabbas, that centre 
cross was made for you, and you 


>---were to have died on it this morn- 
2 >? 


ing. 
‘Slowly the light dawned and 
broke on his beclouded mind. 
“Then, then that Man hanging 
on it is dying in my place, for me!” 
Yes, Barabbas, for you. Did I 
not tell you that Somebody died 
for you?” : ai 
“Can it be possible! For me, dy- 
ing for me; taking my place! But 


@ ~ yes, that cross was made for me, 


_ and I should have been hanging 

», there now. And yet He is dying in 

my stead. He has taken my. place. 

{ can’t understand it. I don’t know 

He did it. But He did, and I 

can't help but believe it. He is real- 
ly. and truly dying for me.” — 

“Yes, Barabbas, for you.” 

And for you, too, sinner friend. 
Jesus Christ the Son of God hung 
there that day for you as well-as 
for Barabbas. He took your place, 
died in your stead, became your 
Substitute, bore your sins, gave 
His life that you, a poor, lost, and 
guilty simner, might live. 

* Isn’t that Good News? You de- 
serve death, but you do not need 
to die. You ought to pay the pen- 
alty for your sins, but Another 
has paid it for you. Yes, Some- 
' body died for you, and that Some- 
‘} body — God’s only begotten Son. 
-} Will you now accept Him as your 


| .substitute ? 


“THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Editorial 


never seen the sun. You have seen 
the envelope of glory that sur- 
rounds the sun, but these eyes of 
ours cannot pierce that glory and 
see the invisible sun behind it. Sc 
man has seen various manifesta- 
tions of the glory of God, but not 
until Jesus came into the world 
did any one ever really see God. 
But in Christ we have God fully 
manifest, so that one can say, “Do 
you want to know what God is 
like? He is exactly like Jesus.” 


MEETING GOD 


I remember saying to a young 
man at the close of a meeting, 
“Friend, are you ready to meet 
God ?” 

“No, no, I am not ready for 
that,” he said. : 

“Then,” I asked, “are you ready 
to meet Christ?” I meant, was he 
ready to decide for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but he took a very differ- 
ent méaning. 

‘Oh, well,” he said, “that would 
not be so bad, would it? He loved 
us, didn’t He?” ° 

He was not ready to meet God, 
but it would not be so bad to meet 
Christ! But, my friends, the love 
of Christ is the love of God, as the 


| next passage shows us, the one we 


all know so well — John 3:16. 
“For God so loved the world, that 
He gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” It was the love in the 
heart of God that gave Christ. 

Jesus did not die to enable God 
to love sinners. Jesus came to die 
because God loved sinners. Get ac- 
guainted with Christ, and when 
you meet God in heaven you will 
not have to learn Him for the first 
time. 


“There no stranger — God shall 
meet thee, | 
Stranger thou in courts above, 
But He who to His rest shall 
greet thee, 
Greets thee with a well-known 
love.” 


Gop’s UNIQUE SON 


Now observe this expression, 
‘His only begotten Son.” Do not 
connect this term with any thought 
of generation. It is not that Jesus 
is the only begotten Son in the 
sense of being the first son that 
God begat, but that He is the only 
begotten Son in the sense of being 
God’s unique Son — His Son in a 
different way to what any one else 
will ever be. All believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ are sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus, and 
yet He alone, as to His essential 
deity, is the only begotten Son. 
In the very first verse of our Bible 
we read: “In the beginning, God” 
— God, Elohim, Father, Son and 
i‘Holy Spirit, created the heavens 
and.the earth. Do get this clear: 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was God the 
Son before He ever became the Son 
of God. He was one Person of the 
eternal Trinity, God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Ghost; 
and God the Son stooped in grace 
to be born of a virgin and to be- 


ekly at 208 South Elm. 
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come the Son of God as a man 
coming into this world. That is 
a tremendously important distinc- 
-tion. The Angel said to Mary, 
“That holy one who shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son 
of God.” That is what He became 
— gon of God as man because He 
had no human Father. They ‘tell 
me that is unbelievable and in- 
volves a “biological miracle” which 
the wise of this world cannot ac- 
cept. No other man was. ever vir- 
gin-born so it is against all human 
experience to believe that He was. 
But no other Christ was ever born 
in any manner whatsoever. He 
“stands alone, the unique Man of 
the Ages; God the Son who thus 
became the Son of God! 
Then observe the eighteenth 
verse of the third of John: “He 
that believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.” 
Salvation, freedom from condem- 
nation, is linked up for you and me 
with faith in the eternal Son who 
came into the world for our sal- 
vation. Do you trust in Him? If 
so, “There is no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus.” 
Do you still reject Him? Then you 
are ‘“‘condemned already,” and that, 
not merely because of the many 
sins you have committed, but be- 
cause you have spurned the only 


begotten Son who became man and | 
died upon the cross for your sal- 


vation. a 

Just one other passage using 
that term: I John 4:9: “In this 
was manifested. the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent 
His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through 
Him.” People like to think that 
God is love, and that because of 
this He may lightly pass over 
their sins, but the love of God 
provided the atonement. Now the 
truth that I want you to observe 
is this: God the Father sent His 
only begotten Son into the world: 
He did not become the only begot- 
ten when He was born in the 
world. He was with God in the 
glory from all eternity. These five 
passages, then, have to do with His 
deity. 


IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD 


Now the five scriptures that 
speak of Him as the first born 
or as the first begotten. Turn to 
the first chapter of Colossians. 
Here we have the double headship 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the head- 
ship which is His because He is 
Creator and that which became His 
when He arose from the dead. Col- 
ossians 1:15: “Who (that is the 
Son of God) jis the image of the 
invisible God,*the first born of all 
creation.” The Son was just as 
truly the invisible God before the 
incarnation as the Father and the 
Spirit were invisible. But now 
Christ is the image of the invisible 
God, the first born of all creation. 
He has made God visible. 


A PARABLE 


I have a friend, a Hindu, whom 
some of you may have met. He had 
been a professor in a college in 
India and at that time was a Bud- 
dhist. Before, he had been a Brah- 
man. His hungry heart had not 
found satisfaction in either of these 
religions and he became interested 
in Christianity. He came up 
against the great doctrine of the 
incarnation — God became man — 
and he said, “I cannot believe that 
the Supreme God would ever so 
degrade himself as to become 
man.” But this thought was in 
his mind day and night. 

One day he was out in a field. 
You know a good Buddhist will 
never kill any living creature. As 
this Hindu professor was walking 
about he was attracted to a large 
ant hill. Thousands of the little 
creatures were busy gathering up 
food. He noticed that as his shad- 
ow came between them and the 
sun there was a great flurry among 
them. Whether their eyes were of 
such a character that they could 
observe that an immense giant was 
standing over them, I do not know, 
but they were frightened and ran 
around hither and thither. When 
he stepped to one side he noticed 
that they went on with their var- 
ious ant activities as usual. He 
stepped back again, so that his 
shadow fell across the ant hill; but 
this time he remained quietly 
there .for some ten minutes, and 


soon he noticed that the ants| P 


ceased to be disturbed. As he stood 
there looking down at them he 
said, “I wish I could make those 
little creatures understand my feel- 
ings toward them. They are evi- 
dently frightened because they do 
not know who I am, or how I feel. 
Perhaps they are afraid I am some 
great monster that will crush them 
beneath my feet. How I would like 
to be able to give them to under- 
stand that I have nothing but com- 
passion in my heart for every liv- 
ing creature.” 

And then, as he stood there, this 
though came to him: There is only 
one way I could ever do that. If 
it would be possible for me in some 
way to compress my mentality into 
the brain of an ant so that I would 
have all an ant’s instincts and be 
able to communicate with my fel- 
low ants, and yet have a man’s 
mind, I could do it. In that way I 
would be able to make known to 
those little creatures just how this 
man feels toward them. And in a 
moment it flashed upon him — that 
is exactly what God has done in 
the incarnation! That is what God 
has done in the person of Christ! 
He has come so near to His poor, 
suffering, sinning creatures that He 
has compressed deity into a body, 
into the humanity of a man and 


thus He is able to make God 


known to us. And the Hindu said, 
“IT turned away from that ant hill, 
a Christian.” Our Lord Jesus is 
the image of the invisible God; He 
is the firstborn of all creation. He 
comes into the world as a Man, 
and God says, “Thou art my Son; 
(Continued on page four) 
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when I did not need to shave ev- 
ery day, there was the fret of won- 
dering if I could not wait till morn- 
ing, then the sense of shame that 
I hadn’t shaved.when I needed to! 
But since it was settled that I must 
shave each morning, and there is 
never an ‘argument in my mind, 
shaving is simply an incident that 
takes a few minutes, but none of 
my thought, and no tax on my will 
power. 


David and Daniel Had Regular 


Times of Secret Prayer 


So Christians ought to have reg- 
ular habits of prayer. 

Bible Christians did that. 

David said “Evening, morning 
and at noon will I pray, and cry 
aloud; and he shall hear my voice”’ 
(Ps. 55:17). 

Daniel, too, had a settled habit 
of prayer. His heart burned con- 
tinually that God would restore His 
people to Palestine, so he never 
left off this prayer at the regular 
time and place. Daniel 6:10 says, 
“Now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into 
his house; and his windows being 
open in his chamber toward Jeru- 
salem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and gave thanks 
before his God, as aforetime.” The 
threat of the lion’s den did not/| 
make Daniel break this blessed 
habit. The fact that people* would 
hear him did not stop him. He did 
not seek publicity, but he would 
not break his custom for even the 
king, nor for fear of death. 

Oh, set apart a time of day, 
sanctify a place where you regu- 
larly meet God in prayer, like Dan- 
iel. 


The Apostles Regularly Attended 


Prayer Meetings 

The apostles Peter and John 
were accustomed to having prayer 
together, probably with other 
Christians, at 3:00 P. M. daily. 
Acts 3:1 says, “Now Peter and 
John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being 
the ninth hour.” The ninth hour 
of the twelve hour day would be 
3:00 P. M. I am sure that they, 
like David and Daniel, had regular 
hours of secret prayer, but here 
we learn that they had regular 
hours for public and united prayer 
also, and at a regular place. 

Paul and Silas, too, were regular 
prayer meeting attendants. On 
their great missionary journey 
they came to Phillipi.and we are 
told, “And on the sabbath we went 
out of the city by a riverside where 
prayer was wont to be made; and 
we sat down and spake unto the 
women which resorted thither.” 
(Acts 16:13). At a certain time 
and place, “prayer was wont to 
be made.” There was an estab- 
lished custom of going there to 


ray. 

I know that people may fall in- 
to a form of prayer, either pub- 
licly or privately. One needs to 
watch and see that his heart is in 
prayer, that it is sincere, even 
when it is a matter of regular hab- 
it. But millions have really prayed, 
because they had a custom of reg- 
ular prayer, when otherwise they 
would not have prayed. 

It seems to me every Christian 
should have the following regular- 
ly appointed seasons of prayer. 


|. The Morning Watch for Secret 
Prayer 

All Christians should have times 
of secret prayer. David had three 
time daily, so did Daniel, for what 
seems to have been secret prayer, 
or at least private prayer. No 
Christiahs can afford less than one 
such season daily, many ought to 
have three. As early in the day 
as possible has proven best. Be- 
fore breakfast is the ideal time. 
Some mothers like best the period 
when the children are first gone 
to school, some business men the 
first hour at the private office. But 
other things will crowd in if we 
give them a chance. The Bible 
ought to have a part in this pri- 
vate devotion. I suggest that each 
Christian ought to spend not less 
than 30 minutes a day, surely, in 
secret waiting on God in prayer, 
whether in one period or more. 
There, in the early morning, you 
can get strength for the day, wis- 
dom for your problems, peace for 


REGULAR PRAYER 


place? A bedroom, the bath room, 


the attic, or any quiet place will 
do. 

As a boy on a west Texas stock 
farm I had a place where the 
ground was packed hard and bare, 
under a chapparell bush. Out by 
the woodpile, through the garden, 
under the fence and into the 
“brakes’’ I went many a time to 
meet God. There on my knees I 
promised God to tithe. There I 
went to pray after reading Dr. 
Torrey’s little b ook, 
Pray.” There I gave myself to God 


‘| for life service, though I did not 


then know it would be to preach. 
From that place I went to saddle 
my horse and ride away, in faith, 
to college! Blessed place of secret 
prayer! ane 


2. Prayer at Table 


Surely no Christian should ever 
sit down to a meal without thank- 
ing God and asking God to bless 
the meal. If you are the head of a 
home, see that someone thanks 
God aloud, for the family. But each 
one should bow his or her head 
and fervently thank God from his 
heart for the food God has given 
and asking God to bless it. The 
food will taste better, health will 
be better, “For every creature of 
God ‘is good, and nothing to be re- 
fused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving; For it-is sanctified 
by the word of God and prayer” 
(I Tim: 4:4, 5). At a hotel or 
restaurant, or at a home where 
there is no public giving of thanks, 
you can at least bow your head 
silently and gratefully thank God 


provision. Can good Christians hon- 
estly do less? 

The Lord Jesus, when on earth, 
took the loaves before feeding the 
five thousand, “And when he had 
given thanks, he distributed to the 
disciples, and the disciples to them 
that were set down; and likewise 
of the fishes as much as they 
would.” (John 6:11). When Jesus 
would establish the Lord’s supper 
“Jesus took bread and blessed it, 
and brake it, and gave to the dis- 
ciples.” Then-we are told that “he 
took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it unto them” (Matt. 24:26, 
27). This custom of Jesus was nev- 
er omitted, we feel sure, for after 
his resurrection he was recognized 
by the disconsolate disciples at 
Emmaus by this very thing, it 
seems. “And it came to pass,” 
Luke 24:30 says, “as he sat at meat 
with them he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave un- 
tg them. And their eyes were 
opened and they knew him.” Dear 
familiar sight, of Jesus blessing 
the food, thanking God for it — 
it proved to them at once that 
this was Jesus, that he was risen 
from the dead! Do thou, dear read- 
er, let Jesus teach you how to re- 
ceive food from the Father with 
thanksgiving and prayer for bless- 
ing! 


3. The Family Altar, or. Family — 


Prayers 


A brief prayer at meals, along 
with thanksgiving is well, but sure- 
ly that is not enough for a family 
of Christians. There should be a 
regular time of devotions includ- 
ing, I think, Bible reading and 
prayers by all the family is pos- 
sible. Sometimes unsaved mem- 
bers will not feel free to pray. Let 
them not be embarrassed, but let 
them feel that it is a holy and 
sweet hour binding all the fam- 
ily together. Certainly they should 
be remembered in the prayers, 
just as other members are prayed 
for. Little children can soon be 
taught to pray short prayers that 
are sincere, though brief, and us- 
ually in the same words, for a 
time. er Ge 

In my home we have felt that 
_the best time for family worship 
and prayer is following breakfast. 
At night some are out late and can 
not take part regularly, little chil- 
dren are sleepy. All need the help 
the blessed. service brings, before 


fore breakfast it interferes with 
serving hot food. So after break- 
fast, as the last one finishes (and 
all eat together, though this takes 
insistent care) there is the cry, 
“Girls, get your Bibles!” In a mo- 
ment they are open at the chapter 
that comes next after yesterday's 
reading! we read consecutively, a 
chapter a day through a book. 


the burdens and aggravations you 
are*certain to meet. Do you meet 


God each morning in the secret 


Then I read two verses, and around 
(Continued on page three) 


“How to. 


for His unfailing care, His loving . 


the tasks and trials of the day. Be- — 


‘Friday, January 14, 1944 


Christians and Lodges 


(Continued from page one) 


opposed to the law and kingdom 


of Jesus Christ.’ 
“R. A. Torrey, the evangelist :— 


“I do not see how an intelli- 
gent, consecrated Christian can be- 
long to a secret order. It is in ex- 
press disobedience to Gcd’s plain 
command (II Cor. 6, 14). Further- 
more, the awful mockery of the 
profane prayer in the pretended 
resurrection scene in the _ initia- 
tion ceremonies of the Master Ma- 
son degree must shock beyond 
measure any man of real spiritual- 
ity. Some of the oaths in higher 
degrees of Masonry must be hor- 
rible beyond expression to any man 
possessed of genuine Christian sen- 
timent.’ (Christian Cynosure). 


“Prof. J. R. W. Sloane, of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary: — 


““My strongest opposition to 
Masonry is because of its rivalry 


_with religion. It steps in before the 


church, and is false, an idolatrous 
religion, a religion without a Sav- 
iour, and therefore, a delusion and 
a snare to all who engage in it, 
or rest their hope upon it.’ 


“John Quincy Adams, sixth Pres- 
ident of the United States: — 


“*T am prepared to complete the 
demonstration before God and 
man, that the Masonic oaths, ob- 
ligations, and penalties cannot by 
any possibility be reconciled to the 
laws of morality, of Christianity, 
or of the land.’ 


“William H. Seward, Governor 
of New York, United States Sen- 
ator, Secretary of State under Lin- 
coln and also under Andrew John- 
son, died 1872, in a speech in the 
Senate: 


“ ‘Secret societies, sir? Before I 
would place my hand between the 
hands of other men, in a secret 
lodge, order, class, or council ,and 
bending on*my knee before them, 
enter into combination with them 
for any object, personal or politi- 
cal, good or bad, I would pray to 
God that that hand and that knee 


“might be paralyzed, and that I 


might become an object of pity 
and even the mockery of my fel- 
low-men. Swear, sir! I, a man, an 
American citizen, a Christian, 
swear to submit myself to the 
guidance and direction of other 
men, surrendering my own judg- 
ment to their judgments, and my 
own conscience to their keeping! 
No, sir. I know quite well the falli- 
bility of my judgment and my lia- 
bility to fall into error and temp- 
tation. But my life has been spent 
in breaking the bonds of the slav- 
ery of men. I, therefore, know too 
well the danger of confiding power 
to irresponsible hands to make my- 
self a willing slave.’ ” 


(From sermon by Rev. O. C. 
Kreinheder at Evangelical Luther- 


an Church of the Redeemer, St. 


Paul, Minnesota. With grateful ac- 
knowledgments to Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo). 


HAVE YOU READ ‘LODGES EX- 
AMINED BY THE BIBLE’ BY 
JOHN R. RICE? 


Beautiful, two color Cover con- 
trasting lodge emblems with scrip- 
tures which forbid Christians to 
take part in lodges. A new edition, 
88 pages, nine chapters, full of 
scriptures, personal experiences, 
testimonies of great Christian lead- 
ers. Price, only 25 cents, postpaid. 


Not written nor sold to make mon-. 


ey, but to help Christians by re- 
vealing the truth about Lodges in 
the light of the Bible, by one who 
was once a lodge member, then 
- later studied the subject for years. 
Authoritative, proven true, scrip- 
tural, spiritual. Five copies $1.00 


or one .copy 25 cents. Order from) 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUB- 


LISHERS, 145 N. Hale St., Wheat- 


on, Ill. 
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Why Dr. Bob Shuler 
Started His 
New Magazine 


Dr. Bob Shuler, pastor of the 


| Trinity Methodist Church, Los An- 


geles, has started a new paper; 
THE METHODIST CHALLENGE. 
AS we have already announced in 
the Sword, it is at present a 
monthly, sixteen-pages, a remark- 
ably vigorous journal, edited by 
Dr. Bob and his two sons, Bob, 
Jr. and Jack Shuler. The subscrip- 
tion price is $1 a year, and we feel 
sure all of our Methodist readers 
will want to subscribe, along with 
many others for this notable new 
Christian magazine. 

In explaining why he starts a 
new magazine, Dr. Shuler writes 
as follows: 

“Only false prophets cry, “Peace! 
Peace! when there is no peace.” 
Only cowards shrink from the 
thrust, lest they themselves be 
wounded. Only craven opportunists 
count the cost in the loss of per- 
sonal popularity or preferment 
when truth and right are involved. 

‘Therefore, the one _ sufficient 
answer is that these evil days and 
mistaken times call for the tor- 
turous knife of the surgeon and 
nct for the opiate-solace of the hy- 
podermic. We have, God knows, 
enough pacifistic palliates. We need 
the cutting, biting, searing truth! 

“My contention is that the Meth- 
odizt Church and Protestant Chris- 
tianity have enough status quo. 
Conformity is everywhere, and 
deadly. Subservience has become 
sickening. The call of this hour is 
for an issue. We believe that we 
have found an issue worthy of our 


best effort. 


“This publication _proposes to 
seek to produce vigor. It will stand 


for something, defend something, 


promote something and necessarily 
oppose something. We cannot for- 
get that the prophet has always 
been as destructive as he has been 
constructive. If we build, we must 
first clear away the ground. 

“Protestantism was a protest. 
Methodism shot that’ protest full 
of action. The hour has come for 
another protest, shot through with 
spiritual vitality. 


‘We have enough publications. 


that conform. 

“We are surfeited with printed 
pages that echo. 

“We need no more editorials that 
are handed down. | 

“We have long ago grown weary 
of articles that were produced by 
a can-opener. 

“Believing that there are still 
left on earth enough Protestant 
crusaders and Methodist defenders 
of the faith to support and back 
a publication that proposes to 
march, to strike, to assault, to de- 
fend, to blaze the trail to truth and 
fiing its total strength against er- 
ror ~-I say, believing that evange- 
lical Christianity still has a sur- 
prising remnant of crusading be- 
lievers, we covet the opportunity 
to represent them. 

“The one and only reason for 
such a pupdlication as this is the 
fact that the truce must never be 
declared until the battle is won. 
An armistice, with two victorious 
or two defeated armies facing each 
other, is a stalemate. It is. a sur- 
render under a comfortable name. 
For evangelical Christianity and 
for militant Methodism, this is no 
time for either truce or armistice. 

‘We propose to show in these 
and future pages that true evange- 
lical Christianity and gospel-pro- 
claiming Methodism still have 
within them both the challenge 
and the virility to possess the 
heights. 

“Ours shall be a stand in the 
face of unitarian and universalist 
infiltrations. We shall seek to bat- 
tle back the fifth-column efforts 
of humanism. We shall show no 
quarters to atheistic communism, 
whether Russian sired or American 
nurtured. We propose to expose 
the saboteurs who now man many 
of the citadels of so-called Chris- 
tian education and deliberately 
seek to destroy the faith of our 
sons and daughters. We shall firm- 
ly meet infidelity and scoffing 


skepticism in cap and gown or 


robed in vestments, nor shall we 
offer or ask fur mercy.” 

If you wish-to subscribe to this 
vigorous, dynamic paper edited by 
Dr. Bob Shuler, send your dollar 


lto THE METHODIST CHAL- 


LENGE, Trinity Methodist Church, 
12th & Flower Streets, Los An- 
geles, California. 


What Dr. Lee Says 
About “Twelve 
Tremendous Themes’ 


The latest book by Evangelist 
John R. Rice is the book of studies 
on great doctrines, Twelve Tre- 
mendous Themes, which is now 
available in cloth binding, a big 
book of 177 pages, selling, despite 
war costs at $1.00 a copy. The 
5,000 paper bound volumes are 
gone, practically, most of them 
given with subscriptions in the 
recent drive for subscriptions. But 
we had 10,000 copies of the cloth 
bound book made, and you can now 
get this beautiful volume nice 
enough for anybody’s library, red 
cloth binding, stamped in gold, 
wrapped in a nice jacket. 

The introduction to the book 
was written by Dr. Robert G. Lee, 
Southern Baptist orator, pastor 
and soul winner, so popular as a 
preacher and as an author, all over 
America. 


Here is Dr. Lee’s statement. 


“Without claiming full agree- 
ment as to every iota of every 
statement, yet without taking issue 
with the author at any point, and 
with gratitude for the book with 
its alluring and alliterative title 
—‘"TWELVE TREMENDOUS 
THEMES”— I commend it as a 
worthy book which will be profi- 
table for all to possess and pro- 
pagate. I have read the manuscript 
with delight and with profit and 
with prayer that it will have a 
wide circulation. Such a book is 
needed and will; when read and 
preached, do unmeasurable good 
in this day of invertebrate the- 
ology, jelly-fish morality, India- 
rubber convictions, see-saw philo- 
sophy, scientific conceit — when 
some. speak with breath strong 
with conjectural onions and foul 
with the garlic of critical contempt 
for Scriptural certainties. 


“This book is truth simply and 
pungently phrased. It sets forth 
conclusions clearly and concisely 
expressed. It is declaration satur- 
ated and foundationed with the 
Scriptures. It makes appeal woo- 
ingly and earnestly uttered. This 
book is real bread and meat for 
the strengthening of Christians, 
real milk for nourishing the Chris- 
tian, honey for sweetening the 
Christian, fire for warming the 
Christian. Those who read it and 
lay hold of its truths will know 
that it is stimulation for the slug- 
gard, stirring for the complacent, 
anchorage for the unstable, cour- 
age for the timid, insistence for the 
undecided. 


“This book honors God, honors 
the Christ who is God, honors the 
Holy Spirit, honors the church, 
honors the Gospel, warns the wick- 
ed, invites the sinner to accept 
Christ —- and conforts all who be- 
lieve the Bible to be the inspired, 
infallible, inerrant Word of God. 


“Robert G. Lee, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church 
Memphis, Tennessee.” 


You need this volume. Includes 
rich teaching on some of the great- 
est themes in the Bible. Order from 

SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS 
145 N. Hale St. Wheaton, Illinois 


CHRISTIAN READER'S LIBRARY 
Read books glorify our Lord 
Jesus. Fiction, Non-Fiction, Mission- 


ary and Children’s books are loaned 


for four weeks. Send 10¢ to cover the 
cost of wrapping and mailing. Book 
lists sent to all who requést them. 


Christian Reader's Library 


ela Harris, Lib., Veedersburg, Ind. 
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REGULAR PRAYER HABITS 


(Continued from page two) 


the table each one reads two 
verses, except the verses, and that 
is repeated till the chapter is fin- 
ished. Some extra long chapters 
are cut in two. Sometimes two or 
more short Psalms are read. Then 
we may have comments, questions, 
or a chorus, or may memorize a 
verse. Always I lead in prayer, 
then each one prayes in order, 
around the table. If I am away 
from home, as I am most of the 
time, Mrs.*Rice carries on. How 
sweet, how blessed, is that time 
of prayer and scripture together! 
I trust it will make its imprint on 
the tender hearts of my six daugh- 
ters, (from first grade to junior in 
college) so that they will never get 
away from its reality and in- 
fluence. 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins tells how 
the time for family prayer at his 
boyhood home was at 9:00 P. M. 
Mother would get the Bible, Father 
would read it and then as all knelt, 
would pray. He says the day he 
left home to go to college his 
mother said to him, “Joe, you are 
a man now, and you will have to 
stand on your own feet. We wont 
be there to tell you what to do, 
nor to remind you not to go into 
sin. But remember, son, at nine 
o’clock each night you can know 
we will be on our knees and pray- 
ing for you.” 


The lad went through college, 
and God kept him clean. In his 
senior year~at college, in the big 
Thanksgiving Day football game, 
he made the winning touchdown 
to close the season victoriously. It 
was, he knew, the last game he 
would play. The team would be 
broken ‘up. The coach said, “Boys, 
you have played a great season, 
you have kept training rules, now 
have a good time tonight.” Other 
boys planned a trip to the red light 
district. He said no. They called 
him a sissy, and at last he prom- 
ised to go. After the meal and cel- 
ebration it was late, and as they 
started out in the night, they heard 
a clock slowly striking the hour; 
one, two, three, four, five, six, sev- 
en, eight, and finally nine! Trans- 
fixed, cut to the heart, the young 
athlete stopped; they were on their 
knees at home, were praying, at 
the regular time, for the dear son 
at college! ‘Boys,’ he said, I am 
not going! You can call me a sis- 
sy, you can do what you like. But 
I am not going!” And he did not 
go. He kept his virtue and came 
to the marriage altar as clean as 
he demanded that his wife come. 


‘The family altar saved his life 


from sin and ruin. 


Are you building a fence against 
Satan round about your family, by 
the family altar? If not, begin it 
today, I beseech you! 


4. Bedtime Prayers 


My mother died when I was less 
than six years old. So I did not 
have regularly, someone to pray 
with me at bedtime after that time, 
and I do not remember clearly 
what happened at bedtime before 
my mother sickened. But as a 
young Christian I began to pray 
beside my bed when I was per- 
haps nine years old. It was won- 
derfully sweet to me. Without help 
and encouragement I did not al- 
ways observe the rite. After my 
own children came I did not at 
first see the need for having pray- 
er with them at bedtime, since we 
had prayer with them at other 
times. Then I saw that they were 
missing something sweet and beau- 
tiful and the younger ones were 
taught to. pray beside their beds, 
and always they likedit particular- 
ly if Daddy or Mother kneels with 
them beside the bed. Oh, parent, 
later you may find your children 
do not care to pray with you, if 
you delay teaching them. But as 


little children they are pleased at 


the simple time of committing 
themselves to the keeping of the 
dear Saviour and His loving Fa- 
ther. Even before little children 
become conscious that they are lost 
sinners, it is right for them to 
pray. And if they are properly 
taught they may be saved very 
young. Why should any child learn 
to read and write before he learns 
to ask forgiveness and trust Christ 
to save him? 


The little verse learned by ‘mil- 
lions is sacredly sweet and easily 
remembered, and I think, as un- 


aaratiad by children, true to ae 


ble doctrine. 


“Now I lay me down, to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 

If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take.” 


Sometimes the line is added, 
“And this I ask for Jesus’ sake.” 
Soon tiny children may be taught 
to add to the prayer, “And God 
bless Daddy, and Mother,” and so 
on. Our little ones were taught to 
say, “and help me to be a good 
girl,” and soon they were praying, 
of their own choice, following their 
older sister’s pattern, “And help 
Daddy to win souls.” 


The Lord’s prayer ought to be 
taught little children too, with the 
clear word that God is father only 
to those who trust Christ as Sav- 
iour. 

The fear of being in the dark at 
bedtime. has troubled millions of 
sven children, and-nothing will 
ake away that fear, and nothing 
make: the night time parting with 
mother and Daddy carefree, like 
the bedtime prayer. For a child 
who has been taught to pray has 
been taught to trust, and after the 
prayer it is-surprising to find, oft- 
en, how strong is childish faith, 
“Jesus will take care of you, now 
go to sleep,” says mother, and the 
trusting little soul who has just 
prayed for that finds it easy to be- 
lieve. 

And how fortunate is the adult 
Christian accustomed to kneel by 
the bed in a good night prayer. 
A preacher shared the room of the 
late William Jennings Bryan in a 
hotel, and told me how that great 
statesman knelt by his bed and 
prayed before he slept. Do you? 


5. Regular Prayer Meetings of the 
Church 


If Paul and Silas went out to 
the prayer meeting by the river- 
side, “where prayer was wont’ to 
be made,” and if Peter and John 
came to the temple “at the hour of 
prayer” as Acts 3:1 says they did, 
can you afford to miss the public 
service of prayer? 

When Paul and Silas went to Lon 
riverside prayer meeting —it 
to have been attended mainly, at 
least, by women, for they “sat 
down and spake unto the women 
which resorted thither,” Acts 16: 4% 
13 says. Since they taliced sitting, | 
down, we may be sure there was 
not a great multitude there. Pray- 
er meetings are not so largely at- 
tended as some other services, but 
there Lydia was converted. And 
prayer meeting Christians are the 
best Christians. They enjoy the 
Christian life better, they win more 
souls, they give-more money, pro- 
portionately, they live cleaner lives, 
than others. Prayer meeting -will 
bless your heart, if you really go 
to pray and if you really expect 
to meet God there. 

In a rough west Texas town the 
little prayer meeting at the Bap- 
tist church dwindled in attendance 
and almost died. But two country 
boys promised each other they 
would be faithful. One boy is now 


a doctor in California, I am- the -_ 


other. We met, often with no one 
else present, sometimes when we 
did not even light the oil lamps, 
and quoted promises to each oth- — 
er, told what we had found in the 
Bible during the week, and prayed. 
We prayed for certain friends to 
be converted. We prayed faithful- 
ly week after week for a revival. 
At length God sent a Spirit filled 
preacher, a revival campaign was 
planned. God blessed and many 
were saved, and people came back 
to the prayer meeting. We prayed . 
that God would help us go to 
school, though there seemed no | 
way available. Yet in due time each. 
went, each finishing a University 
course, in different universities. 
How much I owe to public prayer — 
meeting! It was there I gave my 


first testimony, there I learned to : 


pray for revival. 


Make sure, then, that you take oe 
part in some regular prayer meet- 
ing. Yoke up with other Christians” ~~ 


to pray for one another, to unite | 
your prayers for revivals, for the ~ 
mission work. Unite your praises, | 
your testimonies. Confess your ~ 
faults one to another and pray, 
one for another. You have a date 
somewhere to meet Godin a pray- 
er-meeting. I pray that He will — 


put it in your heart and mine to | 


love the stated prayer services and : 
unite in them with trusting, re- ~ 
joicing, pleading, fervent hearts. es 
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(Continued from page two) 


this day have I begotten thee.” 
This has to do with His virgin 
birth, It is not His eternal genera- 
tion that is in view in the second 
psalm. There. was no “day” in 
which He was begotten as the 
Eternal Son. But on a given day — 
foreknown from all eternity — He 
was begotten in the Virgin’s womb 
as the Divine Son, “the Firstborn 
of all Creation,” the rightful heir 
of all things. 

Note the use the inspired apostle 
makes of the second psalm in the 
thirteenth chapter of the Book of 
Acts. Paul, in addressing the con- 
gregation in the synagogue of An- 
tioch in Pisidia says, “We declare 
unto us their children, in that He 
promise which was made unto the 
fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, ii the He 
hath raised up Jesus (again should 
be omitted, as you will see by con- 
sulting a critical translation, for it 
is inearnation, not resurrection 
that is in view in verse 33); as 
it is also written in the second 
psalm, Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee.” — 

And, also in the epistle to the 
Hebrews the same passage is cited 
where the writer’s object clearly 
is to prove that the Man Christ 
Jesus is the begotten Son of God 
with no human father. We read in 


_ verse 5, “For unto which of the 


angels said he at any time, Thou 
art my son, this day have I begot- 
ten thee? And again, I will be to 
him a Father and he shall be to 
me a Son?” Both passages are 
from the psalms and both are quot- 
ed to prove the special relationship 
of the Lord Jesus to the Father. 
He is, as man, God’s first born. 

The term “first born’ is not nec- 
essarily the one born first. It is 
used otherwise in Scripture. The 
firstborn is the heir, the pre-emin- 
ent one, and God has ordained 
“that in all things He might have 
the pre-eminence.” 

Adam had two sons, Cain and 
Abel, Cain was born first. But Abel 
was the true first born “whom Cain 
slew.” Then God gave Seth in 
place of Abel, type of the “first 
born from the dead.” Abraham had 
two sons, Ishmael, the man after 
the flesh, was born first; but Isaac, 
the child of promise, was the first 
born. Isaac had two sons. Esau 
was born first. Jacob, or Israel was 
the first born. And of Jacob’s sons, 
we know that Reuben was the 
first born according to the natural 
order, but the blessing of the first 
born was conferred upon Joseph. 
And he had two sons. He placed 


a them according to the natural or- 


der, Manasseh the elder at Jacoh’s 
right hand, Ephraim the younger 
at his father’s left hand to be 


blessed. ere he died. But Jacob 


puided his hands wittingly and 


‘placed his right hand on Ephraim’s 


ead and his left on the head of 
anasseh. Thus the cross put the 


Second man first. | 


So Christ is not the first born 
in the sense of being created first, 
for He was uncreated and is Him- 
self the Creator but He is, as man, 
the rightful heir of all, therefore 

*lirst born set over all creation, 


* “the Second Man, the Lord from 


Heaven. 
He did not begin to live when He 


Ee. was born in Bethlehem, but “He 
is before all things.” 


John the Baptist said of Him, 
“He, coming after me is preferred 
before me, for He was before me.” 

Jesus said, “Before Abraham 
was, I am.” 

The Holy Ghost says, “He was 
before all things,” and it is He 
who is “the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God,” the Last Adam, the 
Head of a new race. 


| * | WHEN Was HE RIcH? 


Some time ago an evangelist was 
waiting.in a railroad station. He 


“Saw two men engaged in very ser- 
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Zz ious conversation. One of thém was 
- a brilliant up-to-date American 
_ Unitarian; the other was a little, 


lumbering German Lutheran broth- 


-er whose English was somewhat 
“broken. They were having a heated 


argument. The American was try- 


4 ing to prove that the Bible no- 
' where 


stated that Jesus Christ had 


Be _ any existence before He came into 
_ the world. The old German broth- 


_- er was insisting that the scriptures 


' were full of the 
- Jesus, but he was not able to make 
- any progress in the argument... _ 

Then the evangelist appeared 
"and both the men turned to him. 
_ “What do you think?” they said. 


pre-existence of 


~ 
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“Do you think Jesus Christ had 
any existence before He came: to 
this earth?” 

“One. verse settles that for me,” 
he replied. 


“What verse is that?” 

“Second Corinthians 8:9: ‘For 
ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich.’”’ 

“Well,” said the Unitarian, “I 
do not think that is touching the 


‘subject at all.” 


And even the old German broth- 
er, who hoped to find an ally in 
the evangelist, was forced to say, 
“T confess myself, I don’t see where 
that has anything to do with it.” 

“Tell me, gentlemen,” the evan- 
gelist returned, “when was He 
rich ?” ons 

Was He rich when He was born 
in a stable and cradled in a man- 
ger? Was He rich when He grew 
up in that mean little village of 
Nazareth and worked at a carpen- 
ter’s bench? Was He rich when 
He went about over the hills and 
through the valleys of Galilee and 
Judea and Samaria, when He could 
say, “The foxes have holes and 
the birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head’? Was He rich when 
they wanted a penny and He had 
to say, “Show me a penny’? 

The old German’s face lit up and 
he said, “I know when He was 
rich.” 

But the Unitarian replied, “I am 
not going to discuss the subject 
at all.” 

Just then the train arrived for 
which the evangelist had been 
waiting. As he stepped on board he 
saw the Unitarian hurrying away, 
the German following and he heard 
the latter saying, “Tell me, tell me, 
when was He rich?” 


And we put that question to all 
who, while professing to believe 
the Bible, yet deny the pre-exis- 
tence of Christ. “When was He 
rich?” He was never rich on earth, 
but infinite riches were His in the 
glory that He had with the Father 
before the world began. Yet He 
left it all and came down here to 
be a “Man of sorrows and acquain- 
ted with grief,” and’ to tell out 
the heart of God to sinful man. 

This He has fully done. There 
is nothing in the character of God 
that has not been fully displayed 
in Jesus. When men ask, What 
is God like? we may answer with- 
out any hesitation or reservation, 


| He is exactly like Jesus. Christ 


could say, “He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father,” and, “I and 
my Father are one.” Think of any- 
one but a divine person venturing 
to say “I and my Father!” If Je- 
sus were not truly divine, what 
colossal egotism! And observe it 
is not merely that the Son and the 
Father are one in purpose, but 


one in nature and character. This 
is not to confound the persons of 


the blessed holy Trinity. They are 
of one substance but distinct in 
person. And so He who was God 


manifest in flesh has fully mani-. 


fested the divine character. Jesus 
was not merely godly, nor god-like 
but He was God incarnate. 


“God manifest, 
God seen and heard 
The heaven’s beloved one.”’ 


Is it any wonder that the Fa- 
ther rent the heavens over His de- 
voted head and exclaimed, “This 
is my beloved son in whom I am 
well-pleased ?”’ 

Angels heralded His lowly birth 
with the glad announcement, “Glo- 
ry to God in the highest and on 
earth peace, good will toward 
men.” “For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” ‘ 

How gladly should men have re- 
ceived Him; He who thus came 


‘from the bosom of the Father to 


tell out the heart of God in all its 
fullness, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness and abundance of 
peace to a world writhing in an- 
guish because of sin and its awful 
effects. 

But what did man do with God’s 
first born? They cried, “Away with 


him!” They hurried Him to a cross 


of shame. But what happened 
there? He offered himself without 
spot unto God, a sacrifice for our 
sins. He made peace by the blood 
of His cross, and now, having been 
raised from the dead, He is head 
of the church, the first born from 
among the dead. This is what we 


{ 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


learn in Col. 1:18. As the resur- 
rected man He takes His new place 
as Head of the Church. Because 
He is Creator He is head over all 
the universe. Because He loved the 
church and gave Himself for it, 
He is head of the body. Always 
pre-eminent in God’s_ thoughts, 
there was a higher glory than that 
of Creator which was reserved for 
Him, but He had to reach it by 
death and resurrection. Oh, what 
glories have accrued to Christ by 
way of the Cross! As Redeemer He 
holds the highest place; He-is now 
the head of the church. Head of 
what church? Head of the church 
which is His body. 

In the eighth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans we have our 
Lord again spoken of as the first 
born: “Whom he did foreknow he 
also did predestinate, to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the first born 
among many brethren.” 

Here we see Him as the Arche- 
typal Man — the Pattern Man to 
whose image ail His brethren — 
those who. receive eternal life 
through believing in His Name — 
shall be conformed. — 

Two aged believers, both octo- 
genarians, were bidding each other 
adieu on one occasion: 

“Good night, John,” one of them 
said, ‘‘we will soon be thirty-three.” 

A. friend heard this and said, 
“You will soon be thirty-three? 
Why, you are eighty-four now.” 

“Oh, yes,” they replied, “but we 
are going to be like Him and he 
was just thirty-three when He was 


nailed to the cross.” .- 


Some day we shall every one be 
just like Him -— God’s blessed first 
born — like Him spiritually, like 
Him morally, like Him physically, 
when we get our glorified bodies. 

In Rev. 1 and the fourth verse 
we have a greeting “from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
the first begotten of (or, properly, 
the first born from among) the 
dead, and the Prince of the kings 
of the earth.’ Here we have our 
Lord as He was in the days of His 
flesh, “the faithful witness,’ the 
true Prophet revealing God to man, 
then as the Resurrection Priest 
“who ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us.” It is as the first born 
from the dead that He exercises 
this particular office, interceding 
for His saints as they still tread 
the desert sands, exposed to trial 
and temptation in this world where 
they are called upon to witness 
for Him, the earth-rejected one. 
By and by He will return to reign 
as Prince of the kings of the earth. 
Thus we see Him as He was, as 
He is and as He will be. His resur- 
rection attests the reality of His 
mission and is the pledge of His 
coming victory over all the power 
of hell. 


But the story does not end here. 
Rejected of men, He was accepted 
of God, owned as His first born, 
received up into glory, and: seated 
on the Father’s throne, “from 
hence-forth. expecting until His 
enemies be made His foot stool,” 
Clearly and unequivocally the in- 
spired word declares that He must 
come back to establish here over 
all the earth the reign of righ- 
teousness so long predicted. ‘‘This 
same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven,” is the 
message of the celestialmessengers 
to the wondering disciples on the 
Mount of Olives. The prophet Zech- 


ariah predicts that to that very |. 


mount He shall return again, when 
He comes as the Deliverer of His 
ancient people in the hour of their 
greatest trial. 


In the second psalm it is in con- 
nection with this very promise that 
the words referred to before are 
used. It is because He is the begot- 
ten Son that He is instructed to 
ask for the heathen as His inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of 
the world as His possession. He 
must return to fulfill these prophe- 
cies and when He does, He will be 
hailed with glad acclaim by saints 
and angels as the first begotten, 
the Son and Heir of God who takes 
the Kingdom because it is His by 
right. In amazement men, who 
have refused His claims and 
spurned His grace, will then behold 
Him coming in clouds with power 
and great glory, when He shall be 
revealed from heaven in flaming 


fire, taking vengeance on them} 


that know not God, when He shall 


come to be admired in all who have. 


believed the Spirit’s testimony con- 
cerning Him. And so we read in 
the first chapter of Hebrews, verse 


six, “And again, when he bring- 
eth in the first begotten into the 
world, he saith, ‘And let all the 
angels of God worship him.’” This 
is as it reads in our generally ex- 
cellent authorized version but here 
is a more critical translation, ‘“And 
when he bringeth the first begot- 
ten into the world again, he saith, 
Let all the angels of God worship 
him.” It is carrying us on to His 
return. He who came once and was 
rejected as God’s first born, is com- 
ing into the world again and not 
only will men own that He is in- 
deed the first born, the first begot- 
ten of the dead, but all angelic in- 


telligences will fall at His feet and 


worship Him. 

It is written in the law “Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God and 
Him only shalt thou serve.” But 
the Father calls on all the angelic 
host to worship Him, His first 
born — the rightful Heir and Lord 
of all. : : 

' If Jesus be not God all heaven 
will be filled with idolaters! Blessed 
it is to bow at His feet and cry 
with Thomas, “My Lord and my 
God!”’ 

+ (Available as nice pamphlet, 10¢, 
published by Loizeaux Bros., used 


by permission). 
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